FROM VALMY TO THE DANUBE
helpless -wedge of Austrians carried between them.
Ney's advance-guard had now been raised to the strength
of three cavalry regiments, three battalions of infantry,
with two guns, and this little force led 'the way into
Frankfort on the 29th. But the condition of the troops
had worsened, and part of the indemnity paid by Frank-
fort was expended on boots and clothing.
From Lohr, which he captured, Ney swept on to
Forcheim, "which was strong enough to have compelled
the army to sit down before it. But Ney reduced the
fortress single-handed, without so much as summoning
his own column. He threatened its commander so
roundly that the terrified custodian was only too glad
to open the gates and put an end to the military fluid;
which so decided Kleber as to his worth that he made
him a brigadier-general that very evening. He was then
twenty-seven.
Thus encouraged by the revelation that his tongue
was as potent as a group of guns Ney made a dash from
Nuremburg, which was captured on August loth, and
drew rein before the stronghold of Rothenburg. Calling
for the commander, and without a shot being fired on
either side, he swore down yet another fortress. But
the time of success was coming to an end, together -with
the flat country which had so far favoured an advance.
The Austrians had reorganized their line of defence in
the broken ground beyond, while Moreau had again
taken root and lost touch with Jourdan.
There was nothing for the old haberdasher but to fall
back, as he did on August 23rd, thus giving Moreau the
motive for a similar move directed towards the Rhine.
And -while the tongue of the cooperage had been effi-
cacious in demolishing barriers, it was powerless against
the cloud of melancholy that covered the two retirements.
The sudden turn-about had converted Ney's position
into that of a rear-guard, which species of tactics was to
prove his title to immortality. But the second day of
the retreat brought him disaster, for the Austrians,
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